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October 2009 Highlights


November is National Alzheimer’s Awareness Month

As we launch National Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, check out (and share) the link to this powerful video, “The Alzheimer’s Association Year in Review” at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VJKrqy3QRk.

Since its founding in 1980, the Alzheimer's Association has been the leader in making the fight against Alzheimer’s a national priority, a call that resonates during November, which is National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month.

After designating a National Alzheimer’s Disease Week in 1982, President Reagan helped to launch a national campaign against Alzheimer’s disease in 1983, calling members of the Alzheimer's Association to the White House for the signing of a proclamation declaring National Alzheimer’s Disease Month.

“The emotional, financial and social consequences of Alzheimer’s disease are so devastating that it deserves special attention,” Reagan said. Taking lead of the issue, he went on to advocate research as “the only hope for victims and families.” Reagan courageously announced his Alzheimer’s diagnosis to the public in November 1994 and passed away in 2004.

Alzheimer’s Association founder Jerome Stone led a group of family caregivers, Association volunteers and staff in the effort to bring attention to the cause on Capitol Hill.  That advocacy effort continues even stronger today with Association public policy staff and volunteers leading the call for increased government funding for critical Alzheimer research and support programs.  

In 1983 fewer than 2 million Americans had the disease; today, the number of individuals with Alzheimer’s has soared to as many as 5.3 million and is expected to grow to 16 million by 2050 unless something is done to slow or stop this devastating disease. 

While there is much we don’t yet know about Alzheimer’s disease, tremendous progress is being made, laying the foundation for future breakthroughs in prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

For additional information and resources, contact the Alzheimer’s Association at 1.800.272.3900 or visit www.alz.org.
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Alzheimer’s Awareness Hearing

A big thank you to Claire Day, Director of Programs and Education, Delaware Valley Chapter, for her fantastic photos of our special event. All photos following are courtesy of Claire Day.

The picture on the left shows Alan Romatowski, diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s in his early fifties, watching his wife, Josie, testify about the challenges of caregiving and the way life has changed for their family since Alan’s diagnosis. Alan and Josie were among a number of testifiers during the first-ever PA Public Policy Coalition-sponsored hearing at the State Capitol, hosted by the House Aging & Older Adult Services Committee. Held on Wednesday, October 28th at 9:30am in Room 60 of the East Wing, the hearing was extremely well-attended by Alzheimer advocates and Committee members. As a result of the genuine interest in the topic, engagement with the testifiers, and questions asked on the part of members, the hearing, originally scheduled to last 1.5 hours, expanded to 4 hours, with solid participation until the very end. Each testifier submitted written copies of the testimony they presented. For a copy of the agenda or copies of the written testimonies, please contact michelle.seitzer@alz.org. 
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The hearing was recorded by and may possibly air on PCN (Pennsylvania Cable Network) sometime on Tuesday, November 3rd. Click this link: http://www.pcntv.com/schedule_daily.html for the daily schedule.
We were pleased to have media coverage of the event by Capitolwire and PLS (Pennsylvania Legislative Services) in addition to PCN. For copies of the articles, contact michelle.seitzer@alz.org. 

Thank you to Rep. Bill Kortz and Rep. Doug Reichley, our dedicated Alzheimer’s Caucus Co-Chairs, for introducing House Resolution 501 (a formal copy is presented to a group of advocates and Committee members in the photo above), recognizing November as Alzheimer’s Awareness Month in Pennsylvania. View the resolution at the link below:

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2009&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0501
A special edition of the Caucus Commentary was also released in advance of the hearing, encouraging Alzheimer’s Caucus members to attend. For a copy of the e-newsletter, contact michelle.seitzer@alz.org. 
A huge round of applause for and sincere thanks to all who made the trip to witness the hearing, to those who were instrumental in planning and organizing the event from start to finish, and to our extraordinary panel of testifiers (Dr. David Gill, Bob Marino, Bob LeRoy, Wendy Campbell, Crystal Lowe, Ray Landis, and Ray Prushnok), specifically those who demonstrated tremendous courage in sharing their very personal stories: Mimi Steffen and Alan Romatowski (currently living with Alzheimer’s) and State Rep. Deberah Kula and Josie Romatowski (former and current caregivers). The support and efforts contributed by all who were a part of the day truly made an impact and helped the PA Public Policy Coalition achieve a “first” while also introducing National Alzheimer’s Awareness Month in a big way in the Commonwealth!

Memory Walk Update
We had a great turnout at the Kutztown Memory Walk on October 10th, despite rain and dreary skies for most of the event. Check the November report for our advocacy numbers. If you are interested in helping us staff our advocacy tables in Philadelphia (Sunday, November 15th at Citizens Bank Park), or entering new advocate data after the Walks, please contact michelle.seitzer@alz.org. 
Visit to the Pittsburgh-area Early-Onset Support Group
I had the pleasure of joining the early-onset support group that meets monthly at the Sewickley Library, just outside of Pittsburgh, to share our state and federal legislative priorities, speak with members about the importance of and “how-to’s” for effective advocacy, and answer questions about anything related to Alzheimer policy and advocacy. 
At the Capitol and Beyond

· Senior Support Coalition Meeting – October 2nd 
· The State Budget finally passed on October 9th. Check http://pennbpc.org/governor-signs-278-billion-budget-bill for more information. 
· Advocacy Education Call – On October 14th, the DC Public Policy Office hosted an educational teleconference for public policy staff, informing participants on the latest federal news and specifics on state Medicaid functional eligibility issues as they pertain to the Alzheimer constituency.

- Report compiled by Michelle Seitzer, Public Policy Coordinator
[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


For further information on any of the items outlined in this report, please contact michelle.seitzer@alz.org or call 717.651.5020, ext. 124. 
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The Pennsylvania Public Policy Coalition of the Alzheimer’s Association is a unified voice of 2 chapters and their 10 regional/branch offices in Pennsylvania, dedicated to increasing awareness about Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias, and the services we provide to support the afflicted and their families.
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