Sermon 1

HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH DEAL WITH AIDS?
Job 42:7
Today I would like to address the issue of AIDS, an illness that is afflicting humanity as a whole, but is especially affecting our Hispanic community here in the United States.

Even though Hispanics are only 14% of the US population, they represent:

· 18% of all the registered cases of AIDS.

· 17% of all the deaths caused by AIDS (more then 72,000 registered).

· 20% of all the new cases of AIDS in men.

· 18% of all the new cases of AIDS in women.

· It is estimated that 110,000 to 170,000 Hispanics are infected with HIV, and more than 58,000 live with the virus today.

Of course, we as Hispanics, because of our many “taboos” and the way we were raised, especially in our evangelical tradition, tend to see AIDS as a Judgment of God because of certain sin.  

I.
Is that so?


How did Job feel, after his terrible sufferings and the judgment of his so called “friends,” who told him that he must have committed some horrible sin in order to suffer in the manner in which he was suffering?


Verse 7 seems to indicate this was not the case.  We have the tendency to speak too quickly and judge too hastily.

II. 
Is sin always the cause of someone’s tragedy?

In John 9:1-3 we find the story of a man born blind, and the disciples asking Jesus whether this illness was the man’s sin or his parents.  But Jesus blamed neither; he said this was done so God’s glory would be manifested.  

III. 
How did Jesus deal with the HIV/AIDS affected people of his time (the lepers)?

Jesus responded with compassion and love.  He said in Matthew 9: 9-13 that those who were well didn’t need a doctor; it was those who were sick who needed him. He healed lepers, and most importantly, he touched them, thus showing his care.  Matthew 8:1-3 

IV.  How can we, as Christians, find practical ways to be compassionate?

1. Becoming informed
2. Visiting people affected with this malady in hospitals
3. Taking one AIDS person and caring for him/her once a week in order to give the family a break
4. Promoting an HIV/AIDS awareness day
5. Fund raising activities in order to promote AIDS research
Sermon 2

NAAMAN: A MAN LONGING FOR A CURE

2 Kings 5: 1-15

Introduction

Naaman is a man who is very similar to us, he wants the same things we all want, he has the same dreams, the same aspirations and the same needs we all have.  Why was he afflicted?  We don’t know, we can say it was because of sin, but we are not sure…And even if that was the case, so what?  Who does not sin?  Naaman received healing, not because he was good, but because he obeyed God.  This is the message we need to receive and share.


I. 
His Condition

Naaman was a great warrior, a soldier, a commander of the Syrian army, very well respected, "but he was a leper." Every one of us has some “but” in our lives, something that is affecting us.

Naaman had leprosy. We don't know how he got it, but we do know that in his time it was a symbol of God's dissatisfaction, and no cure was available.

Today, our modern leprosy is AIDS.  And we are aware of some of the ways in which this disease is contracted: By having different sexual partners, as well as by using drugs and sharing needles.  That is irresponsible behavior whether you are homosexual or heterosexual.  However, some people are infected through no fault of their own, such as blood transfusions, or by their husbands or wives, and some babies gets if from their mother’s blood. 

In Naaman's day, not all people had leprosy, just like not everybody in our day has AIDS, But it is a horrible and deadly disease, and everybody is at risk.  Either way, we all are afflicted by sin, and we will all die.

II. 
The Order

The message he received is that there is a man, a prophet of God in another part of the world that can cure him, and so he goes.  Wouldn’t we all do whatever is necessary and go wherever we are told in order to find a cure?  

Naaman used the resources he had at his disposal to find a cure.  What resources do we, as a community, have today in order to look for a cure for AIDS? Yes, we need to pray, but what else can we do?

Notice that the prophet never came out to meet Naaman.  Was that a good sign?  Is it acceptable today to give a good message without involvement?

Notice Naaman’s reaction.  Could he have responded more affirmatively if Elijah had given him the message personally?

Also, notice Naaman’s rationalization about the different rivers in his country and how God could heal him there.  Isn’t it sometimes easier to talk about religion (or God) than to be obedient to Him?

III. 
The Remedy

Naaman submerged in the Jordan and he was cured.  Today, we have not yet found a physical cure for AIDS, but there is a spiritual cure through the cross of Jesus.  Can we at least offer people that cure?

Actually, this is the best cure, since diseases will come and go, but eventually we will all die, but the cure that Jesus offers is eternal.  I am sure that at some point, a cure for AIDS will be found, and we should all work toward that end, but even when we find it, the problem of our mortality will not be solved.  The only one that can deal with that is Jesus, our Savior.

IV. 
A new beginning 

For Naaman, this was a second chance; he could go back to his family, to his own life with new energy, with new dreams and new aspirations.  Now life had a meaning and a destination.

For those afflicted with AIDS, to accept Jesus as their Savior will open their horizons and given them new hope.  Would you receive him today?
Sermon 3
SILENT HEALERS

Mark 7:31-37

Purpose: To motivate the congregation to get involved in a ministry for people living with HIV/AIDS.

Introduction

Ours is a hurting world and Jesus wants us involved in healing people in His name.  In the passage we have in front of us, we usually concentrate on Jesus as the healer, or in the deaf man, and wonder what it would be like to be deaf, and all the consequences that this brings.  But today I want to concentrate on the man’s friend; these are people whose names are not even mentioned, but without them, the deaf man would have never been whole.  Can you and I become silent healers, people who, without much fanfare, contribute to the healing of our neighbors?  Let us look at the story:

I.
These people overcame all the religious and ethnic prejudices in order to bring this man to Jesus.  If you look at the text, this even occurs at the other side of Galilee, in an area that was most likely pagan.  Yet, they believed that nobody was excluded from God’s love.  God loves sinners, regardless of what type of sin they have committed.  He welcomes everybody, no matter what type of defect or problem they may have.  They wanted their friend to be healed, and even though they couldn’t do it themselves, they positioned themselves as instruments of healing in the hands of the Healer.

II.
These silent healers are important because they saw this man as a man, not as an object of pity.  He was deaf and he was a sick, but he was still a full fledged human being who deserved to have a better life.  
At that time, the belief was that those who were sick deserved it; they were like that because God wanted it that way.  These friends rejected that idea and became models for all of those in need of healing today.  Their friend had no voice but they became his voice and cried to Jesus.  Today we need to be the voice of those with HIV/AIDS because they cannot do a lot of speaking.  They are tired, they are sick, and weak, and honestly, not a lot of people want to listen to them.  But perhaps they will listen to you and me.

III.
These silent healers are important because they believed Jesus could help their friend.  Maybe they couldn’t, but he could.  They didn’t let circumstances, problems, or life itself make cynics out of them.  They didn’t let themselves be controlled by the beliefs of that time.  They brought him to Jesus and let Jesus help him.

There are many people hurting in our world today, what are we going to do about it?  Are we going to join the ranks of the critics, or are we going to reach out to people, and in compassion bring them to a healing relationship with him?
Sermon 4
GOD’S COMPASSION IS FOR ALL
Matthew 13:1-23
Purpose:  That the congregation may understand God’s compassion for those who are sick and suffering.

Introduction

Jesus uses parables as a way for people to understand their reality.  The parable of the four different soils can certainly help us understand how people react differently to the issue of AIDS today.

I.
The Path

Represents the “busyness” in our lives, which leaves little room to hear and consider anything new or different. People could be so adamant about the things they believe or the perception they have that nothing will change their minds.

Even when called to show compassion, love and caring, they fail because they are so preoccupied with other things.

II.
The Shallow ground

These are the people who are “all talk and no action.” They are moved by stories of problems and pain suffered by those who have the virus.  This group lacks the drive to act for fear of being ostracized.

These people are very poor ambassadors of Christ, and their response is not genuine.

III.
The Infected ground 

These people represent those whose views about the disease prevent them from listening to anything new about HIV/AIDS. They shut their ears to anything that deals with the subject because it conflicts with their prejudices and understanding. They are only concerned with themselves and will not listen to anything unless it affects them.

IV.
The Productive ground

These people are accessible, sympathetic and receptive to the message.  It is the soil that produces fruit from what is implanted. 

Our Role
Our reaction or response to people living with HIV/AIDS could either be life giving or life demolishing. As people of hope, our job is to instill hope in others and therefore, make Christ real for them. 

Christian Action
Churches can: 

1. Work for social healing in the communities in which they live. 

2. Educate others about HIV/AIDS. 

3. Assist the infected and afflicted in dealing with their fears. 

4. Condemn stigma and discrimination. 

5. Reach out and touch people living with this condition.
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