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the compassion to care, the leadership to conquer





2009-2010 Legislative Priorities of the Pennsylvania Public Policy Coalition

As many as 400,000 Commonwealth residents are living with Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia. By 2010, the state is expected to spend over $6 billion dollars in Medicare/Medicaid funds for individuals with Alzheimer’s disease alone.
Pennsylvania policymakers must act soon to address this growing catastrophe. Therefore, we call upon members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly to support the following:

Enhanced Support for Alzheimer’s Caregivers.
The Pennsylvania General Assembly must fully address the needs of the state-funded Family Caregiver Support program by moving House Bill 245 to the Governor’s desk. The bill seeks to raise reimbursement levels that have remained unchanged since 1990, while bringing the eligibility requirements in line with those of the federal program. Alzheimer’s family caregivers in Pennsylvania annually provide nearly $4 billion dollars in unpaid care. 

Creation of an Accountable State Plan for Alzheimer’s. 
Pennsylvania needs to build dementia-capable programs for the growing number of people with the disease. The plan will prepare the Commonwealth to address a range of issues, including: 

· dementia-capable support services for people at all stages of the disease; 

· quantifying the number of individuals with Alzheimer’s in the Commonwealth; 

· quality of long-term care; 

· Medicaid coverage of long-term care for those who cannot afford it; 

· availability of diagnostic services; 

· and safety of persons who wander. 

This initiative charges state agencies, legislators, residential and community care providers, professional and family caregivers, and persons with Alzheimer’s disease to work together in-concert to create a plan that addresses the Alzheimer’s epidemic with a thoughtful, integrated, and cost-effective approach.  

For more information, please contact:

Michelle Seitzer
Public Policy Coordinator
Pennsylvania Public Policy Coalition, Alzheimer’s Association

717.651.5020, ext. 124
michelle.seitzer@alz.org
Alzheimer’s Association Chapters Serving Pennsylvania
Greater Pennsylvania Chapter Headquarters
3544 North Progress Avenue, Suite 205, Harrisburg, PA 17110
(717) 651-5020
http://www.alz.org/pa
Delaware Valley Chapter Headquarters
399 Market Street, Suite 102, Philadelphia, PA 19106
 (215) 561-2919

http://www.alz.org/desjsepa
Contact us toll-free for emotional support, local resources, and information                  about Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. 
800.272.3900

We're here to help you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Alzheimer’s Association Mission Statement

To eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain health.

The Pennsylvania Public Policy Coalition of the Alzheimer’s Association is a unified voice of 2 chapters and their 10 regional/branch offices in Pennsylvania, dedicated to increasing awareness about Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias, and the services we provide to support the afflicted and their families.
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