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2009 Kentucky Public Policy Priorities
More than 74,000 Kentucky residents are living with Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia.  This number is expected to grow to 80,000 Kentuckians by 2010.

Kentucky policymakers must address this growing catastrophe.  We call on our state policymakers to:
Ensure Quality Homecare Services.  Sign on to legislation providing state certification of home care and personal services agencies.  Seventy percent of persons with Alzheimer’s and related dementias are cared for at home. Many families turn to home and community-based services as their loved ones with Alzheimer’s progress through the stages of their disease.  This legislation will:

· Assure safe and appropriate services;
· Provide staff with orientation and training;

· Require home care companies to meet basic state standards of care.

Improve Adult Guardianship Jurisdiction. Sponsor legislation for Kentucky to adopt the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act.  Currently, the U.S. has more than 50 different adult guardianship systems, and no channel exists for courts in the Commonwealth of Kentucky to communicate with courts in different states about adult guardianship jurisdiction issues.  This legislation:

· Enables courts in different states to communicate with each other about adult guardianship and determine which is the appropriate court to oversee the guardianship process.  

· Avoids unnecessary financial and emotional challenges for families.

Make State Services Accessible.  Implement recommendations of 2008 KY Alzheimer’s State Plan to enable state workforce to more effectively assist persons with dementia and their families and caregivers in service, regulatory, investigative, safety and enforcement activities. The number of persons with dementia continues to grow dramatically.  Many Kentuckians with dementia are at risk for self-neglect, and the number of wandering incidents is increasing. Equip state workers by:
· Requiring establishment of state guidelines for working with persons with dementia and their families and train staff on dementia and this protocol.

· Placing special focus on training for adult protective services workers who are called on to respond to situations of endangered safety, neglect, exploitation, and abuse.  The complexity of these situations is greatly magnified when they involve persons with dementia.  

For more information on these issues, contact:

Ellen Kershaw


(502) 451-4266

Public Policy


ellen.kershaw@alz.org

We also call on our policymakers to: 

Improve Alzheimer’s Data Collection for More Effective Service Planning.  As recommended by the Kentucky State Plan on Alzheimer’s, the state should collect data about people with dementia – such as place of residence; numbers in early, mid and late stages of the disease; type of care received, and co-existing chronic conditions.  This data collection can be achieved by:  

· Mandating the Kentucky Department of Public Health to include the cognitive impairment module in the annual Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) telephone survey. 
Develop and Implement Policy Solutions to Address Key Findings of the 2008 State Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease in KY
· Persons live eight to 20 years once diagnosed. Most people are diagnosed after age 65, although early-onset Alzheimer’s can affect people in their 30s, 40s and 50s. Alzheimer’s disease is the 6th leading cause of death in the U.S. and the 5th leading cause for people over age 65.  Alzheimer’s disproportionately impacts African Americans and Latinos.

· 70 percent of people with AD live at home, cared for by family and friends. 71% of Kentucky nursing home residents have cognitive impairment.  Families face challenges, from the pain of gradually losing a loved one, to the lack of community resources and supports, the demands of 24/7 caregiving  and financial strain.  Diagnostic and medical resources are lacking in many parts of the state, and there are often long waits to see specialists and receive support and respite services, such as home care and adult day.  

· Only a small number of Kentucky nursing homes and assisted living residences provide special care units for persons with dementia.  Individuals with dementia require person-centered care and often pose challenges to community-based services and facilities that do not have needed resources or special training.  Families often encounter difficulty in finding appropriate placement with quality dementia care.
Alzheimer’s Association Chapters Serving Kentucky
Greater Kentucky and Southern Indiana Chapter

Louisville Office

The Kaden Tower, Suite 401, 6100 Dutchmans Lane

Louisville, KY 40205 (502) 451-4266  http://www.alz.org/kyin       

Lexington Office

1065 Dove Run Road, Lexington, KY 40502

(859) 266-5283  http://www.alz.org/kyin       

Evansville Office (serving 7 Kentucky Counties)

4770 Covert Avenue, Suite 211, Evansville, IN 47714

(812) 475-1012  http://www.alz.org/kyin  

Greater Cincinnati Chapter (serving 9 Kentucky Counties)
644 Linn Street, Suite 1026, Cincinnati, OH 45203

(513) 721- 4284  www.alz.org/cincinnati/     
Contact us toll-free for emotional support, local resources, and information about Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias:  800.272.3900.   We're here to help 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Alzheimer’s Association Mission Statement

To eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain health.
