Our Biblical Foundation

As United Methodist Christians we affirm our belief in the Biblical foundation of our faith. Within
the Scripture there are a number of pinnacle passages which have been considered central to our
Christian discipleship and can be referenced as we seek to understand, interpret and respond
faithfully to the social challenges of today.

These passages include:
The Ten Commandments as recorded in Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:1-22

Micah 6:8 What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?

Jeremiah 22:13-16 Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by
injustice; who makes his neighbors work for nothing, and does not give them their wages; who
says, “I will build myself a spacious house with large upper rooms,” and who cuts out windows for
it, paneling it with cedar and painting it with vermilion. Are you a king because you compete in
cedar? Did not your father eat and drink and do justice and righteousness? Then it was well with
him. He judged the cause of the poor and needy and then it was well. Is not this to know me? Says
the Lord.

Amos 5:21-24 | hate, | despise your festivals, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them; and the
offerings of well-being of your fattened animals | will not look upon. Take away from me the
noise of your songs | will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like
waters, and righteousness like an every-flowing stream.

All of Matthew 5-7 The Sermon on the Mount including: Matthew 5:14-15 “You are the light of the
world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel

basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Faith in heaven.”

Matthew 5:38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But | say to you, Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, so that you
may be children of your Father in heaven; For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.”

Matthew 25:34 “Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world for | was
hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger
and you welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me,
I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord when was it that we
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””

Mark 12:30 (One of the scribes) asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?”” Jesus
answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.”



Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to
let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Luke 6:31 ““Do to others as you would have them do to you.”

John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world
to condemn the world, but I order that the world might be saved through him.

Romans 12:1-2 | appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Romans 12:14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of
God; for it is written, “Vengeances is mine, | will repay, says the Lord” No, if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads. Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.

1 Corinthians 13 If | speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, | am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries
and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains but do not have love, | am
nothing. If | give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that | may boast, but do
not have love, I gain nothing And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest
of these is love.

Philippians 2:5-11 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the from of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth, and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing
p it is the gift of God not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has
made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of
life.

James 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans
and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

James 2:14-17 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith bud do not have
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says
to them, Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs,
what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

1John 4:7 God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.

1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us.






