Environmental Caucus

By-Laws
BY -TAWS OF THR LNVLIRONMENLIAT CAUCUS OF 'THLE STATE OF
CAT TEORNLA DEMOCRATTC PARTY

As Amended 1/15/2005
ARTICLE T NAME AND PURPOSE
gdection 1. NAME

The name of the group shall be Lhe Envirvonmental Caucus of
the California Democvatic Pacty, otherwise known as the
spnvironmenlal Caucus.

Section 2. PURPOSE

1the purpose of Lhe rmvironmental Caucus shall be to promol.e
issues relating to the environment and to reproesent thoso
intercsted in environmental concerns within and for the
Democratic State Party of California.

The caucus is prohibired from endorsing candidates for
parligan or non partisan oftice unless a candidate has
received the official endorsoment of the California
Democratic Party, as provided in it bylaws. turthermore,
unless a candidate has recelved rhe official endorsemenl. of
Lhe DP all motions of supporl, recommendal.ion, or okher
expressions of approval, ho mabter how denowinated, are be
oul. of order at any meeting Lhis caucus.

ARTICLE II ORGANIZATION

Section 1. RELATIONSHIP TO DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE

The Fnvironmental Caucus is a ngpecial Group Caucus® wilhin
the Democratic Stale Central Committec. The pnvironmental
cancus shall operate within by-laws as the by-laws o1 the
Democratic S$tale Cenlral Committee. In case of confliict,
Lhe by-laws of the Pemocralic State Centyal Committee shall
prevail

Section 2. RULES

These by-laws shall govern the organization, operaltion and



functions of Lhe Environmental Caucus, exceplt. o8 noted in
Articlie TI Section 1(a).

Section 3. MEMBERSHIP

The Environmental Caucus shall be open to all registered
Democrats who sibscribe Lo Lhe purpose of Lhe caucus upon
payment. of dues in elffect. as the bLime the person joing

The Enviionmental Caucus is prohibited from discr iminat ing
on the grounds of race, color, creed, national origin, scx,
age, roligdion, clbmicily, scxual orientation, persons with
disabilities as defined by the Americans with Disabilities
Act ol 1990, or economic stalus.

Section 4. DUES

Dues arc for a oue-year pariod. These are to be sel by the
rrecutive Board of Lhe Environmental Caucus, at iLs
discretion.

Any individual claiming [inancial hardship may bce excused
From any dues recquirement tor membership al the discretion
ot Lhe chair.

ARTICLE ITY. OFFICERS
Section 1. OFFICERS

The Of ficers of the Environmental Caucus ghall be a Chaix,
a Vice Chair, a Secretary and a Treasurer. The Of ficers
shall comprisce the Fxecutive Boarxd.

Section 2. DUTIES
The dutics of the Officers are as follows:

a) Chair: The Chair shall be chiefl execulive officer and
official voice of the Eavironmeutal Caucus, shall carry oul
into eflfect the purpose of Lhe Environmental Caucus. The
Chair shall scrve as a member of the Executive Board of the
grtabe Demovratic Central Committec.

bh) Vice-Chair: The Vico-Chair shall assist the Chair in
cayrying outl her/his dubies and shall serve as chair in the
chair's abgsence.



¢) Secrelary: The Secrelary shall maintain Lhe minutes of
the meatings of the Caucus and shall maintain currvent lists
of Caucus members. In addition, the Secretary shall scrve
as edilor of Lhe Caucus Newslelter. AL the discretion of
the Execulive Board, Lhe post of editor of the Newslotlter
can be delegated to another member of the Caucus.

d) Treasurcr: The Lreasurer shall Lake custody oif Lhe
accowil for all funds raised by the Favironmental Caucus
consisltent with the proccedures of Lhe Stale NDemocratic
Central Commiltce and shall submit budgels and financial
reports as required by the by-laws of Lhe State Doemocratic
Committee.

&) Chair Emeritus: The Chaly Fmerilus is a lifetime
position awarded to past Chair Rachel Binah, who shall
serve in an advisory capacity to the Chaix and tho
Frxeculive CommitLee, oun which she shall be a voting member.

Section 3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

a) All of ficers shall be elecled at the meeling of the
Environmental Caucus held at kKhe State Convention in odd
numbered years. The Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and
treasurer shall be elected by the entire mombership prosent
at Lhe mecling.

bh) Nomiuations for officers chall be acceopted at Lhe
meeling ond clectlon shall be based on a majorily votce of
members of the Caucus who are present. Members who join the
Caucus at Lhe meeting arce eligible to nominate and votce f£or
olficers.

Section 4. TERM OF OFFICE AND VACANCIES
a) The term of office shall be [or two years or unt.il a
aucceasor is clected, save for the position of Chair

Emeritus.,

b) A vacancy shall be tilled by appointment by Lhe Cauvcus
Chair and ratified by the remaining oflficers.

ARTICLE IV PROCEDURES
Section 1. MEETINGS

a) All meetings ob the Envivonmental Caucus shall be



governad by Roberl's Rules of Ovder, unless othor
procedures are specified in these by-laws.

bh) Caucus meetings shall be held evory year al bhe Statce
Convenl.ion of the bDemocratic Party and during the weelend
of the regularly schoeduled mectings of the Stale Parly
Bxoccutive Roard.

Section 2. QUORUM TO DO BUSINESS

a) Five voling members ab a regularly scheduled meeting
wnder AilLicle TV, Section 1(b) shall be considered a gquorum
to do business.

Section 3. AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS
a) ‘Ihese by-laws may be amended by:

1) A 2/3 vote of those members preseni. at Lhe first meeting
afler January 1sbL in odd numbered years. Membership shall
e determined under the provisions of Article It

2) A 2/3 volte of these present at any olher regularly
scheduled meeting of the Caucus is at least 14% of the
member ship is proasent.

3) By a 2/3 vobte of lhose participating in mail ballols
sent Lo all members of the Environmental Caucus. Al
ballote returned wilhin 30 days of the mailing shall be
counlked.



