Chartered Organization Voter Registration Program
California Election Codes

Please read and understand the following codes relating to California Voter Registration.

2138. Individuals and organizations distributing voter registration cards pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 2158 and
who receive completed voter registration cards from voters shall return the completed cards to the county elections
official or shall deposit the cards in the postal service within three days, excluding Saturdays,

Sundays, and state holidays, of receipt from a voter.

2139. On the day of the close of registration for any election all deputy registrars of voters or individuals and
organizations that have submitted plans for distribution shall immediately return all completed affidavits of registration
in their possession to the county elections official. Unused affidavits shall be returned upon completion of the
distribution plan.

2150. (a) The affidavit of registration shall show:

(1) The facts necessary to establish the affiant as an elector.

(2) The affiant's name at length, including his or her given name, and a middle name or initial, or if the initial
of the given name is customarily used, then the initial and middle name. The affiant's given name may be
preceded, at affiant's option, by the designation of Miss, Ms., Mrs., or Mr. A person shall not be denied the
right to register because of his or her failure to mark a prefix to the given name and shall be so advised on the
voter registration card. This subdivision shall not be construed as requiring the printing of prefixes on an
affidavit of registration.

(3) The affiant's place of residence, residence telephone number, if furnished, and e-mail address, if
furnished. No person shall be denied the right to register because of his or her failure to furnish a telephone
number or e-mail address, and shall be so advised on the voter registration card.

(4) The affiant's mailing address, if different from the place of residence.

(5) The affiant's date of birth to establish that he or she will be at least 18 yeats of age on or before the date
of the next election.

(6) The state or country of the affiant's birth.

(7) (A) In the case of an applicant who has been issued a current and valid driver's license, the applicant's
driver's license number.

(B) In the case of any other applicant, other than an applicant to whom subparagraph (C) applies, the last
four digits of the applicant's social security number.

(C) If an applicant for voter registration has not been issued a current and valid driver's license or a social
security number, the state shall assign the applicant a number which will serve to identify the applicant for
voter registration purposes. To the extent that the state has a computerized list in effect under this subdivision
and the list assigns unique identifying numbers to registrants, the number assigned under this subparagraph
shall be the unique identifying number assigned under the list.

(8) The affiant's political party affiliation.

(9) That the affiant is currently not imprisoned or on parole for the conviction of a felony.

(10) A prior registration portion indicating whether the affiant has been registered at another address, under
another name, or as intending to affiliate with another party. If the affiant has been so registered, he or she
shall give an additional statement giving that address, name, or party.

(b) The affiant shall certify the content of the affidavit as to its truth and correctness, under penalty of
perjury, with the signature of his or her name and the date of signing. If the affiant is unable to write he or she
shall sign with a mark or cross.

(c) The affidavit of registration shall also contain a space that would enable the affiant to state his or her
ethnicity or race, or both. An affiant may not be denied the ability to register because he or she declines to state
his or her ethnicity or race.

(d) If any person, including a deputy registrar, assists the affiant in completing the affidavit, that person
shall sign and date the affidavit below the signature of the affiant.

2158. In addition to registration conducted by deputy registrars of voters, the county elections official shall, do
all of thefollowing:



(a) Provide voter registration cards for the registration of voters at his or her office and in sufficient number
of locations throughout the county for the convenience of persons desiring to register, to the end that
registration may be maintained at a high level.

(b) Provide voter registration cards in sufficient quantities to any citizens or organizations who wish to
distribute the cards other than to persons who have been convicted of violating this section within the last five
years. Citizens and organizations shall be permitted to distribute voter registration cards anywhere within the
county.

(1) If, after completing his or her voter registration affidavit, an elector entrusts it to another person, the
latter shall sign and date the attached, numbered receipt indicating his or her address and telephone number, if
any, and give the receipt to the elector. Failure to comply with this paragraph shall not cause the invalidation of
the registration of a voter.

(2) Any citizen or organization that distributes voter registration cards shall give a voter registration card to
any elector requesting it, provided that the citizen or organization has a sufficient number of cards.

(3) If distribution of voter registration cards pursuant to this subdivision is undertaken by mailing cards to
persons who have not requested the cards, the person mailing the cards shall enclose a cover letter or other
notice with each card instructing the recipients to disregard the cards if they are currently registered
voters.

(c) Mail a voter registration card immediately to any person who wishes to register to vote and requests a
voter registration card.

2159. Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 2158, any person who, in exchange for
money or other valuable consideration, assists another to register to vote by receiving the completed affidavit
of registration from the elector, shall sign in his or her handwriting and affix directly on the affidavit of
registration his or her full name, telephone number, and address, and the name and telephone number of the
person, company, or organization, if any, that agrees to pay money or other valuable consideration for the
completed affidavit of registration. Failure to comply with this section shall not cause the invalidation of the
registration of the voter.

2159.5. Any person, company, or other organization that agrees to pay money or other valuable consideration,
whether on a per-affidavit basis or otherwise, to any person who assists another person to register to vote by
receiving the completed affidavit of registration, shall do all of the following:

(a) Maintain a list of the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all individuals that the person,
company, or other organization has agreed to compensate for assisting others to register to vote, and shall
provide to each person receiving that consideration a written statement of that person's personal
responsibilities and liabilities under Sections 2138, 2139, 2150, 2158, 2159, 18100,18101, 18103, 18106, 18108,
and 18108.5. Receipt of the written statement shall be acknowledged, in writing, by the person receiving
the consideration, and the acknowledgment shall be kept by the person, company, or organization that agrees
to compensate that person. All records required by this subdivision shall be maintained for a minimum of
three years, and shall be made available to the elections official, the Secretary of State, or an appropriate
prosecuting agency, upon demand. As an alternate to maintaining the records required by this subdivision, the
records may be filed with the county elections official, who shall retain those records for a minimum of three
years. The county elections official may charge a fee, not to exceed actual costs, for storing records pursuant to
this subdivision.

(b) Not render any payment or promised consideration unless the information specified in Section 2159 has
been affixed personally on the affidavit in the handwriting of the person with whom the agreement for
payment was made.

(c) At the time of submission of affidavits to elections officials, identify and separate those affidavits into
groups that do and that do not comply with the requirements of Sections 2150 and 2159. A signed
acknowledgment shall be attached to each group of affidavits identifying a group as in compliance with
Sections 2150 and 2159, and a group as not in compliance with either Section 2150 or 2159, or both.

(d) Failure to comply with this section shall not cause the invalidation of the registration of the voter.

18100. (a) Every person who willfully causes, procures, or allows himself or herself or any other person to be
registered as a voter, knowing that he or she or that other person is not entitled to registration, is punishable by
imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years, or in a county jail for not more than one
year.



18101. Every person who knowingly and willfully completes, or causes or procures the completion of, in whole
or in part, an affidavit of registration or a voter registration card, with the intent to cause the registration or
reregistration as a voter of a fictitious person or of any person who has not requested registration

or reregistration as a voter, is guilty of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or
two or three years, or in a county jail for not more than one year.

18103. Any person who knowingly or negligently (a) interferes with the prompt transfer of a completed
affidavit of registration to the county elections official, (b) retains a voter's completed registration card, without
the votet's authorization, for more than three days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and state holidays, or

after the close of registration, ot (c) denies a voter the right to return to the county elections official the voter's
own completed registration card, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand

dollars ($1,000).

18105. No affidavit of registration or voter registration card shall contain, and no person other than the
registrant shall write on or affix thereto, or cause to be written on or affixed thereto, any statement urging or
indicating support or opposition to any candidate or measure.

Any person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

18106. Every person is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 16 months or two or three years or
in the county jail for not more than one year who, without the specific consent of the affiant, willfully and with
the intent to affect the affiant's voting rights, causes, procutes, ot allows the completion, alteration, or
defacement of the affiant's party affiliation declaration contained in an executed, or partially executed, affidavit
of registration pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 2150 and Section 2151. This section shall not apply to a
county elections official carrying out his or her official duties.

18108. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (c), any person who receives money or other valuable
consideration to assist another to register to vote by receiving the completed affidavit of registration

from the elector, and fails to comply with Section 2159, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six
months or when the failure to comply is found to be willful, not exceeding one year, or both.

18108.5. (a) Any person, company, or other organization that agrees to pay money or other valuable
consideration, whether on a per-affidavit basis or otherwise, to any person who assists another

person to register to vote by receiving the completed affidavit of registration who fails to comply with Section
2159.5, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000),
or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months or when the failure to comply is found to be
willful, not exceeding one year, or both.



