CIRCLE TEN COUNCIL CAMPS

 

A common thread of purpose and method runs through every part of the Scout camping program. This section of the book is intended to acquaint you with camping and outdoor programs available through Circle Ten Council and who to contact for more information. When used for non-summer or winter camp activity, camping at Circle Ten camps is free of charge to Scouting units.
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Camp Wisdom
Boy Scout Camp Billy Sowell, Cub World
Our “In Town” camp with 371 acres, is one of the oldest camps in Texas. Located 11 miles from downtown Dallas, at the corner of IH 20 and Loop 408.  

Camp Address: 6400 W Red Bird Lane, Dallas,TX 75236-1752
Ranger: Phil Augsburger 972-298-3177
Directions:  From Dallas; go south on US 67 and exit I-20 west.  Take Cedar Ridge Road exit, turn right on Cedar Ridge Road and then turn left on Redbird (first road left).  Go 1/2 mile to camp entrance on left.  Alternative:  Go southbound on Loop 12 to Spur 408.  Exit Grady Niblo Road, turn left under Spur 408 and take right at “T” intersection.  Follow road to camp on right.
Map to Camp Wisdom: www.northtrail-data.org/data/camp_maps.htm

Boy Scout Camp Billy Sowell 
Activities include;

· 28 weekend sites for troop camping
· Archery

· Rifle and shotgun trap ranges

· Swimming

Facilities include:

· Sports area 
· The camp also features combination Training Center and dining hall 
· Sowell Center headquarters building
· Health lodge 
· Jack Harbin Scout Memorabilia Museum
· Four program lodges are used for district and council training events and activities.
· Three camporee fields
· The Jim Ince Outdoor Amphitheater can seat over 700 people.  
· Lake Shirley is available for fishing, rowing and canoeing.  
· The Olympic-sized swimming pool is available in late spring and summer for units who use the Safe Swim Defense Plan. 
Cub World, with a large year-round Cub Scout Activity Center, is located at Camp Wisdom.  It also offers programs and activities at Captain's Cove on two pirate ships, Ye Olde Sir Dee Brown Castle, the Mikanakawa Native American Village with archery range, Fort Farrington Frontier Fort with BB gun range, Southwest Airlines Freedom Flight space station, GE Nature Center and Cave and Mountain exploring area.  Contact Circle Ten for reservations 214-902-6764
Camp Constantin / Jack D. Furst Aquatics Base

Camp Constantin/Jack D. Furst Aquatics Base is located on Possum Kingdom Lake in Palo Pinto County, near Graford, Texas. This camp has over 385 acres and covers six miles of shoreline that look towards the majestic Castle Cliff on Possum Kingdom Lake. 
Camp Address: 3003 Park Road 36, Graford, TX  76449
Ranger: Bruce Cutting 940-779-2131
Directions: From Mineral Wells, Texas go west 4 miles on US 180, turn right on SH 337 for 11 miles, take left on SH 254 for 8 miles, then left on SH 16 for 2 miles and then right on Park Rd. 36 for 7 miles to camp entrance.

Map to Camp Constantin: www.northtrail-data.org/data/camp_maps.htm

Activities include:
· Hiking 
· Camping 
· Rifle and shotgun shooting
· Archery 
· Canoeing
· Swimming in one of the clearest lakes in Texas
· Johnson Peak, one of the highest points on the lake, is reputed to be the site where trappers hid a cache of yet undiscovered gold!
· Fishing - Bring your rod and some tackle and you may pull in one of the abundant striper or bass from this clear lake. 

Facilities include:
· Campsites for weekend camping

· Dining Hall

· Health lodge
· Shooting range

Summer camp: Programs include one of Scouting's largest waterfront areas with sailboats, water skiing, canoeing, swimming, motor boating, snorkeling, and blobbing. Camp Constantin also offers a variety of program areas such as: Trail to First Class, Handicraft, Nature, Scoutcraft, Shooting Sports and much more.

The Jack D. Furst Aquatics Base is famous for its water skiing program featuring a fleet of ski boats for skiing some of the very best water in Texas.

James Ray Scout Reservation

Located in Grayson County. This great camp includes 540 acres with waterfront on Lake Texoma in North Central Texas, near Pottsboro. 
Camp Address:  71 Camp James Ray Road, Pottsboro, TX  75076
Ranger: David Carson, 903-786-2591

Directions: From Denison (or the intersection of US 75) take SH 120 west to Pottsboro.  Proceed through Pottsboro and continue due west on FM 996 (left fork when at “Y” intersection). Follow paved road past church on right.  About 1/2 mile past church, turn left on Locust Road.  At the four-way stop sign at Locust Store, turn right on Mill Creek Road.  Stay on winding Mill creek Road to camp entrance.

Map to James Ray Scout Reservation: http://www.northtrail-data.org/data/camp_maps.htm
Activities include:
· Day hiking on one of the many nature trails
· Archery
· Rifle and Shotgun

· Rowing

· Canoeing

· Sailing

· Goose Island Outpost canoe trips
Facilities include:

· 12 campsites for weekend camping
· Dining hall
· Health lodge
· Shooting range

· Sanford Aquatics Center with a 280,000-gallon, one-of-a-kind swimming pool.  Featuring a beach front entrance, this pool offers water challenges to campers on the two 1-meter diving boards, two aqua jet systems, and 141-foot-long, 16-foot-high water slide.
Summer Camp: Programs include merit badge classes, rifle, shotgun and archery programs, and instruction in sailing, canoeing, rowing and motor boating on Lake Texoma.  Contact Circle Ten for reservations 214-902-6764.

Webelos Resident Camp: Start the adventure of summer camp with your Webelos Scout son at James Ray Scout Reservation. Webelos Camp is offered during the weeks of June 15 through June 28 (4 different sessions) on beautiful Lake Texoma. 

NYLT – National Youth Leadership Training (Golden Acorn)
NYLT is an intense, 5½ day, outdoor leadership training experience for youth troop leaders. The course goal is prepare young men to become superior leaders in their troop, their district and other organizations they belong to now and in the future.

Participants learn to use current corporate leadership skills within the framework of the Scout Oath and Scout Law. BSA National carefully developed the NYLT curriculum with input from current corporate trainers, the United States Air Force Academy and others in the training community. When regional pilot courses of NYLT were completed, Wood Badge for the 21st Century (leadership training for adults), was aligned to the NYLT Course Syllabus. Graduates of this program become Senior Patrol Leaders in their troop as well as leaders in their Districts, Schools, Churches, and Communities. The course is led and taught by some of the best youth leaders in the Council; all of whom are graduates of the NYLT program and typically have staffed multiple courses. The adult advisors who assist the Youth Staff are Wood Badge-trained with extensive experience in training programs.

Register soon to save your spot on the course of your choice!

· Session 1 - Sunday March 9, 2008 thru Friday March 14, 2008 at Camp James Ray 

· Session 2 - Sunday March 16, 2008 thru Friday March 21, 2008 at Camp James Ray 

· New! Session 2b Monday, July 7, 2008 thru Saturday, July 12, 2008 at Camp James Ray 

· Session 3 – July 13-18, 2008 at Camp James Ray 

· Session 4 – July 14-19, 2008 at Camp James Ray 

· Session 5 – July 15-20, 2008 at Camp James Ray 

· Session 6 – December 26-31, 2008 at Camp Wisdom 

Please register online even if you would like to finalize your registration at the Council Service Centers. Once you have filled out all of the forms online, you will be allowed to print them out and take them to the Service Center to complete your registration!

For help with questions, contact Jim Wintle CD 2008 at nyltgacd2008@sbcgloabal.net or contact Michael Hunt at Council Offices. 214-902-6700

Download more information on NYLT 2008.
Register Online.

Clements Scout Ranch

An area of 3,300 acres in the piney woods near Athens, Texas is home to Camp Cherokee and Camp Meisenbach.  Four well-stocked lakes contribute to making a true outdoorsman’s paradise.  
Camp Cherokee

Camp Address: 11217 FM 2970, Athens, TX  75751 

Directions: From Athens, TX Court House Square, turn south on SH 19 for 3.4 miles, turn right on FM 753 and go 3.9 miles to FM 2970. Turn left and go 2.4 miles to ranch entrance on left.
Map to Clements Scout Ranch: http://www.northtrail-data.org/data/camp_maps.htm

Activities include:
· Day hiking
· Archery

· Rifle and Shotgun

· Canoeing

· Rowing and canoeing  
· Fishing in three well-stocked lakes 
· Horseback trail rides 
· C.O.P.E. Challenging Outdoor Personal Experience Roy and Frances Rea COPE challenge course, and the 60-foot-high John Coffman climbing and rappelling tower are also available for units to use.

· Climbing and Rappelling
Facilities include:

· 9 weekend campsites with two pavilions

· 19 summer sites with two pavilions
· New Air conditioned dining hall
· Headquarters and health lodge  
· There is a Museum of Natural History
· Roy and Frances Rea COPE challenge course
· The 60-foot-high John Coffman climbing and rappelling tower

Summer Camp: Programs include merit badge classes, pioneering and scoutcraft, swimming, horseback riding, canoeing, paddle boating, fishing, archery, shooting, climbing tower and COPE.

Winter Camp:  The Circle Ten Council Camping Committee and the Mikanakawa Lodge of the Order of the Arrow conduct a Winter Camp at the Clements Scout Ranch each year from December 27 to December 31.  Check in during the morning of the 27th and check out by noon on the 31st.  Camp programs begin at 1:00 p.m. on the 27th.  All scout troops can participate under their own leadership.  Each troop provides and prepares its own food in the campsite.  Tentage is also provided by the troop and campsites are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.  There is a nominal charge for Scouts and leaders to cover the Winter Camp patch, insurance, program supplies, etc.  Several outdoor merit badges are offered.  Activities include rifle, skeet and archery ranges, fishing, handicraft, campfire programs, horseback rides and outpost hikes.  The camp will be a low-key, fun-type activity.

Check with Circle Ten Council for Camp Dates, Fees and Registration

Ranger: Roy Cassel, 903-675-3781
CAMP MEISENBACH

· Eight weekend sites with two pavilions  
· Murchison Lake encompasses 160 acres of great fishing with fishing docks and a large waterfront pavilion

· Five miles of the Governor's Trail is around Murchison Lake
· Five miles of the Fort Bridger trail that connects to the Clements Trail
PERMITS AND TRAINING for Circle Ten Camps
Camping Permits

Reservations must be made through the Scout office TWO WEEKS in advance of your activity.  A local tour permit must be filed at the same time.  For availability of camps and campsites, contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

Tour Permits

The local tour permit is filed whenever you leave your regular meeting place.  The application is to be filed two weeks in advance of your scheduled activity.  This permit is used for trips less than 500 miles one way.  Driver’s insurance may be filed with Circle Ten.  National tour permits must be filled out for trips over 500 miles one way.  Insurance for ALL drivers must be included in the “on file” list.  Contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

Trails 

Interested in taking your group hiking?  There are trails of varying lengths available at our council camps.  Some can be done in an afternoon while others may require a weekend.  Many cities in the area have hiking trails.  Remember that a hiking experience is best when it is shared.  For reservations contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

Canoe Rental

Canoes are available for rental from Camp Wisdom and Camp Constantin.  Reservations must be made and fees must be paid at least two weeks in advance.  For availability and reservations contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

COPE -- Challenging Outdoor Physical Experience 

The COPE program located at Camp Cherokee challenges Scouts to work together, trust each other and build self-esteem.  They solve problems and accomplish tasks as they overcome obstacles while swinging, climbing, jumping, zipping and camping together.  The program is restricted to Scouts 13 and older.  For reservations contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

Climbing and Rappelling 

The Climbing and Rappelling Tower, located at Camp Cherokee, is a 60-foot-tall wooden structure for climbing and rappelling activities for Scout Troops, Varsity Teams and Venturing Crews.  A trained instructor must accompany any group who wishes to use the tower.  Training and certification are offered by Circle Ten Council.  Contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764. 

Trail Rides

Organized trail rides are available at Clements Scout Ranch on Saturdays only..  Fees must be paid two weeks in advance of the ride.  Fees must include the total number of horses reserved for the ride.  Contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

Water Safety Education

Texas Parks and Wildlife Boater Safety is a six-hour course that is recommended for Scouters planning a boating or canoe trip with their unit. 

Safe Swim Defense Training

The critically important first point in Safe Swim Defense is formal training.  All swimming activity in Scouting must be conducted according to the eight points of the Safe Swim Defense.  The proven procedures included in this water safety plan have given Scouting what is believed to be the most exemplary water safety record of any youth organization.  Any adult who works with a Scouting unit is eligible for training to become a qualified supervisor in the eight points of Safe Swim Defense.  Training is usually done at our three summer camps. Your Health & Safety Committee within your district will hold several training sessions throughout the year.  The time requirement for Safe Swim Defense Training is one hour.  The certification is good for two years.  For more information you can contact the Council reservation desk or district Health & Safety Chairman.

Safety Afloat Training

Safety Afloat Training was developed to promote boating, boating safety and to set standards for safe unit activities.  Every adult leader is also eligible for training to become a qualified supervisor in the nine points of Safety Afloat Training.  This training is taught at all three summer camps.  Many districts through the Health & Safety Committee will conduct Safety Afloat Training throughout the year.  The certification is good for two years.  The time requirement for this training is about one hour.  Safe Swim Defense and Safety Afloat are usually taught in conjunction with each other.  For more information please contact the Council reservation desk or your District Health & Safety Chairman. 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Hunter Education

Circle Ten Council and Texas Parks & Wildlife offer a 12-hour course taught over a period of two days.  This course meets the requirements for the State of Texas Hunter Education for all persons born after September 2, 1971 including out-of-state hunters.  Minimum age of certification is 12 years old.  Troops and individuals welcome.  Contact Circle Ten reservations at 214-902-6764

Circle Ten Council Air Rifle/BB Gun Range Training

Air Rifle/BB Gun Range Training is a required range safety course for Scouters, age 21 and up, who are interested in working with Cub Scouts and Webelos in BB Gun and air rifle shooting activities.  To register for a course contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

Circle Ten Council Archery Range Training

Archery Range Supervisor Training for adults 18 and older.  Includes Circle Ten Council Archery Range Certification necessary for anyone who wants to open an archery range for Den, Pack, Troop or Day Camp activities.  To register for a course contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

Youth Protection 

The Youth Protection Program has been developed to help safeguard both youth and adult members.  Published video taped materials have been prepared to give professionals and volunteers information on the resources available for educating our membership about child abuse and how to avoid it, how to identify it and how to deal with it.  For more information contact your District Executive or district Health and Safety Chairman.  BSA publication Health & Safety Guide.
Online training: http://www.scouting.org/myscouting/elearning.aspx 
Leave No Trace Camping 

Leave No Trace is a national outdoor skills and ethics education program.  The activities in this hands on program are incorporated into your Pack or Troop activities at home and on outings.  They help share the value and importance of Leave No Trace principles with young people.  Teaching Leave No Trace booklet also available from the Circle Ten Scoutfitter and www.scouting.org web site.

Hornaday Award 

The Hornaday Award is the nation's oldest conservation award, dating back to 1914.  Established by Dr. William Hornaday to recognize Scouts who undertake and complete truly exceptional conservation projects.  Information is available from the Circle Ten Scoutfitter and www.scouting.org web site.

Order of the Arrow/Mikanakawa Lodge

Mikanakawa Lodge is active in promoting Circle Ten Camping.  The Order of the Arrow is recognized as Scouting’s National Honor Society.  OA is designed to be an integral part of the council and aims to support the council and the Boy Scouts of America in fulfilling its mission to serve our nation’s youth.  Information regarding the Lodge and the Order can be obtained through the Lodge’s web site at www.miki.org.

KEY CONTACTS AND NUMBERS

· Camping Permits Contact Circle Ten reservations, 214-902-6764.

· Tour Permits.  Circle Ten reservations, 214-902-6764.

· Hiking Trails.  For reservations contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

· Canoe Rental.  Camp Wisdom and Camp Constantin.  For availability and reservations contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

· COPE -- Challenging Outdoor Physical Experience.  For reservations contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

· Climbing and Rappelling.  Contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764. 

· Trail Rides.  Contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

· Texas Parks and Wildlife Boater Safety Certification.  Contact Circle Ten reservations at 214-902-6764.

· Safe Swim Defense Training.  The certification is good for two years.  For more information you can contact the Council reservation desk or your district Health & Safety Chairman.

· Safety Afloat Training.  For more information please contact the Council reservation desk or your District Health & Safety Chairman.

· Texas Parks & Wildlife Hunter Education.  Contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764. 

· Circle Ten Council Air Rifle/BB Gun Range Training.  To register for a course contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

· Circle Ten Council Archery Range Training.  To register for a course contact Circle Ten reservations 214-902-6764.

· Youth Protection.  Contact your District Executive or district Health & Safety Chairman. BSA publication Health & Safety Guide

· Order of the Arrow/ Mikanakawa Lodge.  Information regarding the Lodge and the Order can be obtained through the Lodge’s web site at http://www.miki.org or by contacting 214-902-6715.
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