—America’s Table

A THANKSGIVING READER »

_Celebrating our diverse roofs
—-———-—an-d-shafed-va-l-ues-h— —

e e — T T—




Adams Costa Spencer Lind Tanaka Carney Schultz Pucinski
Leibowitz McLaren Gonzales Szymankiewicz Giannini Humphreys

Zimmer Poulos Finley Morris Kahn Trugglio Singh
Sandburg Jackson Kogovsek Smith Rivera Acosta Demetrios

Valdez O’Connor Nguyen Gryshchenko Fitzgerald Lee

re each on a journey.

These are the names of the generations that came
to America.

They reveal individual lives that represent the story
of our nation.

These are the names of the generations that built America.

They recall our parents and grandparents and mirror
ourselves.

These are the names of the generations that will care
for America.

They remind us why we gather at this Thanksgiving table.
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insightful questions of our children, innocently asked,
el us to reconnect with our past.

When our families went to America.
How they got here.

What they found.

Why they came.

At every table the answers are different, but much
the same.

Many of us were immigrants and refugees from all
regions of the world, fleeing the afflictions of poverty
and oppression.

Drawn by the promise of a better life, we chose America
and she took us into safe harbor.




very journey was easy.

e first arrivals sometimes shunned those who
followed.

Not every journey was voluntary.

The first African slaves landed in Jamestown a year before
the Pilgrims settled in Plymouth.

Not every journey was righteous.

Native Americans were devastated by a new nation’s need
to conquer, cultivate, and build.




re each part of America’s journey.

e did not leave history behind, like unwanted baggage
at immigration’s door.

Our particular pasts and our shared present are wedded
in hyphenated names:

African-American,

Irish-American,

Italian-American,

Korean-American,

Polish-American.

We are not always on a first-name basis with one another.

But we quickly become acquainted in playgrounds and
classrooms, in college dorms and military barracks, and in
offices and factories.

We feel at home.



Igor Branovan and his parents fled the Soviet Union

%

when he was 13 years old, because anti-Semitic
quotas on the number of Jews admitted to
higher education limited opportunity. In Ameri-
ca, Branovan became a surgeon.

While completing his residency, he recognized
a high rate of thyroid cancer in New York’s Russ-
ian-speaking neighborhoods. Branovan attrib-
uted this phenomenon to radiation exposure
during the disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear
reactor in Ukraine in 1986.

He now aggressively campaigns to have can-
cer research institutions focus more attention
and resourses on the problem.

Branovan'’s involvement with America’s Russian
Jews quickly expanded to a broader concern
with the group’s integration into American life.

At age 36, he has emerged as a community
leader whose appreciation for the opportuni-
ties new immigrants find in America is comple-
mented by a desire to preserve the rich her-
itage that they bring with them.

“As an older generation
passes, it's important for the
children to retain a sense of

their heritage.”

Susan Lew’s parents opened a modest grocery store

in San Diego when the family arrived, in 1965,
after the Chinese communists nationalized their
textile business.

Ten years later, Lew began investing the family’s
limited savings. Her mother recommended real
estate, recalling that when devaluation made
money worthless in China, land still held value.
Lew first purchased local property and then
expanded to Asia. Grateful for her success, she
applied her entrepreneurial talent as a San
Diego port commissioner, to help transform the
region into a center of global commerce.

Today, Lew shares her first-generation experi-
ence with new Asian immigrants, urging them to
contribute to America’s political and economic
life by adopting the country’s language and cul-
ture, but to balance their lives with traditional
Asian values, such as devotion to family and
community, and respect for education.

Lew and her husband opened a second Chi-
nese restaurant to share more Chinese culture.

“| want to change
the perception that
Chinese cuisine
doesn’t go with wine.” *




ome parts of the world, our differences would
reatening.

e feel enriched.

In America, our differences resonate in our names,
language, food, and music. They inspire art and produce
champions and leaders.

We feel free to disagree.

We are a family, and what is a family gathering without
debate?

We believe in fairness.

In America, the loudest voice does not always have the
last word, and every voice has a right to be heard.

We act with hope.

Not because life is perfect, but because we are free to
face life, and all its imperfections, on our own terms.

We rely on faith.

In a sturdy and tested framework of law and government
that works because of the confidence we place in it and
in each other.
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re each responsible
r keeping America on course.

“Are we there yet?” the children ask.
We know the answer.
We pursue justice.
But still have a way to go.
We celebrate freedom.
But endlessly debate what it means to be free.
Our table is brimming.

But not everyone receives a fair portion.
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ress can be slow as we propose and protest,
and advocate.

But we are grateful to be part of this vigorous democracy.

We enjoy its unparalleled privileges and accept
its obligations:

To pursue our dreams while helping others.
To advance our convictions while respecting others.

To prepare our children for the gift of the American
journey.




re the stewards of America—

her ideals and institutions, her cities and natural beauty.

We are entrusted to understand America’s past and guide
her future.

To create an ever more just America that is secure and free,
abundant and caring for all her inhabitants.

We are thankful for the freedom to worship.

We are thankful for the freedom to speak our minds.

We are thankful for the freedom to change our minds.

We are thankful for the freedom to chart our lives.

We are thankful for the freedom to work for a better world.

We are thankful for the freedom to celebrate this day.

In America, each of us is entitled
to a place at the table.

What is your story?
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National Urban League
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