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Imagine you and your friend are walking in the forest. You turn to say
something to your friend but she's disappeared! You look around but
can't see her. You start to call her. The wind picks up and the trees start
to howl and snap, there's a clap of thunder and you can barely hear
yourself above the sound of the rushing river. This might be a walk in
the forest for you, but for every whale, this is a day in their noisy seas.
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projects and noise made by military : these problems and research is being
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whales and dolphins, causing them : likely reason is that the noise is causing
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Ocean noise makes it difficult for whales to
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Decompression sickness - where nitrogen gas bubbles IFAW PROTECTING WHALES FROM

get trapped in the blood - can also affect human divers HARMFUL OCEAN NOISE ©

when they surface too quickly from deep dives. It is IFAW believes that all sources of powerful human-made
thought that the noise from military sonar causes ocean noise must be regulated to protect whales from
deep-diving whales like beaked whales to surface too harmful effects.

quickly. The nitrogen bubbles that then form in the
blood can cause tissue damage making the whales
very ill indeed and often causing death.

IFAW is working hard with other groups and governments
to try to get ocean noise recognized as pollution in the
seas so that laws can be put in place to protect all marine
mammals that are affected by our noisy seas.
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The work of the Song of the Whale team is very valuable
= because the more we find out about beaked whales and
@wm oyl e where they live, the more we will be able to protect them

: T \ from ocean noise and the many dangers that they face,
including getting caught in drift gillnets set in deep water
and marine debris - particularly plastic bags and other
plastic items that the whales eat.
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Cuvier’'s beaked whale, Azores,
North Atlantic Ocean
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Sound travels a long way in water so noise disturbance such as The International Fund for Animal Welfare
military sonar can have effects over a very large area. A Better World for Animals and People




