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Including actions taken in the spring/summer 2009
HB 39          Rep. Donald Moffitt; Sen. David Koehler                                   

PUBLIC ACT - #960351 - 8/13/09                      

Creates a demonstration project within the Home Services Program under which a spouse can be reimbursed for providing care to his or her spouse, 

Who is eligible for services through the Home Services Program.

HB 282         Rep. Patricia Bellock; Sen. Iris Martinez

PUBLIC ACT - #960442 – 8/14/09
Expands the definition of a missing or endangered senior to include and a  person with Alzheimer’s or related dementia, regardless of age.

HB 752         Rep. Sara Feigenholtz; Sen. Wm Delgado

PUBLIC ACT - #960248 – 8/11/09
Amends the Older Adult Services Act, provides for a plan to restructure the State’s service delivery system for older adults based upon health status and functioning, regardless of whether care is provided in the home, community or residential facility.

 HB 759         Rep. Kathleen Ryg; Sen. Ira Silverstein

PUBLIC ACT - #960177 – 8/10/09
Creates the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceeding, includes provisions concerning jurisdiction over adult guardianship; an initiative in cooperation with our national office.

HB 772         Rep. Sandra Pihos
HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE – MOST PROVISIONS INCLUDED IN SB 27 AS PASSED,SEE BELOW
Creates a Silver Alert System, provides for rapid dissemination of information regarding missing persons believed to have Alzheimer’s disease or related disorder, makes use of electronic sign boards and creates a task force to monitor the implementation.

SB 27          Sen. Maggie Crotty;  Rep. Sandra Pihos
PUBLIC ACT - #960149 – 8/07/09 

Creates the Endangered Missing Person Advisory, established within the Department of State Police to provide a regional system for the rapid dissemination of information regarding a missing person who is believed to be a high risk missing person; will develop with the Amber Alert Task Force a network of resources to use; the Department of State Police will develop with the Department on Aging community outreach; will include, but not be limited to persons with dementia like symptoms.

SB 326          Sen. Wm Delgado; Rep. Julie Hamos

PASSED SENATE,  HOUSE RULES 5/31/09

Amends Older Adult Services Act, requires Departments of Aging, Public Health & Healthcare and Family Services to develop a plan for services by 9/30/10 with access based  functioning level, regardless of where services delivered – home, residential facility, other.
SB 314             Sen. Iris Martinez; Rep. Daniel Beiser

PUBLIC ACT - #960758 – 8/25/09

Amends the Nursing Home Act regarding violation fees; creates the Long Term Care Ombudsman Fund Receiver Fund into which fines will be deposited and distributed; permits the Department of Public Health to reduce or waive the penalty

SB 658 HB 810        Sen. William Haine, Sen. Pamela Althoff, Sen. Dan Rutherford, Rep. Sandra Pihos

PUBLIC ACT - #960770 – 8/28/09
Will amend the Special Care Unit statute to Supportive Living facilities under Public Aid and provide disclosure  information about any facility to both the state agency, client, potential client or the client’s representative.
SB 1433     Sen. Donne Trotter, Rep. Frank Mautino
PUBLIC ACT - #960044 – 7/15/09
Funds Sweep – authorizes transfers from various special funds to the General Revenue Fund for FY 2010, transfers 112,500 from the Alzheimer’s Research Fund
SB 1902         Sen. William Haine
SENATE COMMITTEE ON ASSIGNMENT – FISCAL IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS

Creates a Center for Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders within the Department of Public Health to provide a central clearinghouse of information for persons with Alzheimer’s, their caregivers and families.

HJR 17          Rep. Dan Brady; Sen. Bill Brady

ADOPTED IN HOUSE AND SENATE, 5/28/09

Resolves that the Illinois General Assembly will call upon the Illinois delegation to the United States Congress to increase fiscal year 2010 funding for Alzheimer’s research at the National Institutes of Health.

SJR 3          Sen. William Haine; Reps. Elizabeth Coulson, Daniel Beiser

ADOPTED IN BOTH HOUSES, 5/30/09

Resolves that the Illinois General Assembly urges the members of the Illinois delegation to the United States Congress to phase out the two year waiting period for persons who have been determined eligible for Social Security Disability ( SSDI ).
HJR 55        Reps. Dan Reitz, Thomas Holbrook, Sara Feigenholtz

ADOPTED IN BOTH HOUSES, 5/31/09

Resolves that the State of Illinois establish affordable Alzheimer’s housing-with-services program that builds off of the Supportive Living Facilities and the Comprehensive Community Residential Settings program.
DOA ( DEPARTMENT OF AGING ) & IDPH ( DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH)  BUDGETS 
BUDGET REDUCTIONS CONTINUE, SOME PROGRAMS RECEIVING LIMITED FUNDS

Per the state agencies, they are working with the approved “50-percent budget” for the fiscal year 2010 period.  This budget underfunds a long  list of programs including programs and services for persons with Alzheimer’s Disease.  There is statewide recognition among the advocacy and provider associations that this is grossly inadequate.

The Alzheimer’s Association has initiated “alerts” asking that advocates and others call upon the Governor and legislators to fund these services.  In particular jeopardy  are adult day services, prescription drug assistance and elder abuse services.  The General Assembly will return to Springfield in mid July to continue budget discussions.
